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grants from the Federal Crime Victims
Fund. This is important in years in
which collections of fines and penalties
at the Federal level are exceptionally
large, as they were this past year.
Through this amendment we are trying
to ensure that State grants from the
crime victims fund can be used wisely
over a more extended period of time.
This amendment will augment the in-
crease in the minimum victim assist-
ance grant to small States from
$200,000 to $500,000 per year that I was
able to include in the Justice for Vic-
tims of Terrorism Act, which passed
earlier this year.∑
f

DEDICATION OF SHIRLEY L.
MILLER PAVILION

∑ Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, on Oc-
tober 5, 1996, the Children’s Cancer Car-
ing Center will dedicate the Shirley L.
Miller Pavilion at the prestigious
Cleveland Clinic of Broward County,
FL. The pavilion will house facilities
used by the Clinic to treat its hundreds
of young outpatients. Mr. President, it
is fitting that this pavilion memorial-
ize the good name and extraordinary
life of Shirley L. Miller of Miami, FL
who passed away on September 24, 1996.

Shirley L. Miller, along with her
close friends, Lee Klein and Erma
Podvin, have been deeply involved in
providing medical care to children with
cancer for 35 years. The Children’s Can-
cer Caring Center, of which Shirley was
a cofounder and vice president, pro-
vides totally free cancer treatment for
hundreds of children from Florida and
elsewhere. In addition to medical
treatment, the caring center provides
ancillary services—counseling, special
events, and an overnight summer
camp—to afflicted children and their
families. Beyond donating thousands of
volunteer hours, Shirley and her col-
leagues have raised tens of millions of
dollars to support their efforts over the
years.

Mr. President, Shirley L. Miller rep-
resents what is great in America. Her
dear friend and president of the caring
center, Lee Klein, called her ‘‘a beau-
tiful gift to the thousands of children
who confronted this disease and whose
lives she touched.’’ Shirley L. Miller
was a great credit to her community
and her family, including her husband
of 46 years, Irving, and her brother,
Samuel Levine, and sister, Gloria
Berger. Her children, Roger Miller,
Sherri Gersten, Miki Goldstein, Renee
Simmons, and Cary Caster, and her 13
grandchildren, have much to be proud
of. She received numerous awards in
recognition of her civic activities on
behalf of Mount Sinai Medical Center,
Hebrew Academy, the Greater Miami
Jewish Federation, the Girl Scouts of
America, the National Council of Jew-
ish Women, Temple Beth Shalom of
Miami Beach, and the Youth Orchestra
of Florida. Her son, Roger, explained
‘‘She was a woman who spent so many
waking hours helping others less fortu-
nate than she.’’

Mr. President, although the Shirley
L. Miller Pavilion at the Cleveland
Clinic in Broward County will serve to
memorialize her name, the lifetime of
unlimited caring Shirley L. Miller pro-
vided to thousands of children and
their families will be our greatest
monument to this extraordinary
woman.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO THE STAFF OF THE
SENATE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
ON AGING

∑ Mr. COHEN. Mr. President, as the
104th Congress and my own tenure in
the Senate draw to a close, I want to
take this opportunity to thank and pay
tribute to my staff on the Senate Spe-
cial Committee on Aging for their fine
work, dedicated service, and exemplary
commitment to the needs of our Na-
tion’s elderly.

I have had the privilege of serving as
a member of the Aging Committee
since first coming to the Senate, after
having served on the House Aging Com-
mittee for many years. In 1991, I as-
sumed the position of ranking Repub-
lican member on the Senate Special
Committee on Aging, after the sudden
and tragic death of John Heinz, our be-
loved friend and colleague from Penn-
sylvania. He left us long before his con-
tributions were fully credited and be-
fore his mission could be completed. It
was daunting indeed to follow in the
footsteps of John Heinz, who was leg-
endary in his advocacy on behalf of our
Nation’s senior citizens.

In 1995, I succeeded another giant in
the field of aging issues, Senator DAVID
PRYOR, as chairman of the committee.
Senator PRYOR has been an indefati-
gable leader on issues affecting the
quality of life for our seniors and pro-
tecting them from all forms of exploi-
tation. DAVID has decided to retire
from the Senate, but the high standard
of excellence that he set throughout
his years as a Congressman, Governor,
and Senator will be remembered with
great fondness and gratitude by those
who have been honored to serve with
him, and by those who were so honor-
ably served by him.

Mr. President, I am proud that in
these last 5 years the Aging Committee
has had a strong record of achieve-
ment, thanks in large part to my high-
ly dedicated and talented committee
staff. The committee has brought
many problems now facing our Na-
tion’s elderly to the attention of the
Congress, policy makers, and the pub-
lic. It has provoked public debate and
has proposed solutions on how our Gov-
ernment programs can better serve the
elderly and disabled.

For example, the committee has ex-
amined a host of issues relating to
Medicare and Medicaid. It has exam-
ined how managed care trends will af-
fect the elderly and disabled popu-
lations, and how some Medicare HMO’s
have given poor quality and service to
Medicare enrollees. We have reviewed
the Medicare hotline and the level of

service provided by the Medicare pro-
gram itself to enrollees. The commit-
tee has identified how those with Alz-
heimer’s disease and other chronic con-
ditions of aging often fall through the
cracks of our health care system, and
how we should rethink our programs to
provide more integrated care.

The committee has placed strong em-
phasis on the long-term care needs of
our Nation’s elderly and disabled, rec-
ommending ways to protect the rights
of nursing home residents and offering
proposals on how to help families pre-
pare for the crushing financial burden
of long-term care.

The committee has held hearings on
the mental health needs of older Amer-
icans and heard riveting testimony on
the once taboo subject of suicide
among the elderly. Our hearings have
cast a bright spotlight on the high pre-
scription drug costs facing older Amer-
icans and how, tragically, some older
Americans face the Hobson’s choice of
whether to buy food or medicine, be-
cause they simply cannot afford both.

As has been the long tradition of the
Aging Committee, we have exercised
an active investigative agenda, focus-
ing on how senior citizens are often
prime targets of scams and con artists.
Our investigations have revealed how
some health care providers manipulate
the system to siphon off as much as
$100 billion a year from our health care
system. We have heard sobering testi-
mony from perpetrators on how easy it
is to rip off the health care system and
the taxpayers. Major reforms have been
now signed into law to crack down
against these abuse, in large part due
to the investigations and recommenda-
tions from the Aging Committee.

We have investigated telemarketer
who offer prize giveaway, contests, in-
vestment schemes and other promises
of gold to trusting senior citizens.
Tragically, these scams have resulted
in many seniors losing thousands of
dollars, and often their entire retire-
ment savings.

The committee has devoted much at-
tention to the unfettered growth of the
Social Security disability program and
how this program suffers from manage-
ment deficiencies, fraud and abuse, and
far too little oversight. We have pro-
voked important public debate on prob-
lems in our Federal disability pro-
grams and have stressed the need to
start facing head on the problems
posed by the future insolvency of the
Social Security and Medicare trust
funds.

While this is but a taste of the entire
record of the Aging Committee’s ac-
tivities over the past 5 years, it gives a
flavor of how this committee has alert-
ed the Congress and the public to the
needs of our aging population.

I want to pay special tribute to my
staff on the Aging Committee who have
played a major role in each of these
committee efforts.

Since 1991, my Aging Committee staff
has been under the able direction of
Mary Gerwin, who has been the driving
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